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Dear Requester; 

Enclosed are copies of documents from FBI records. Excisions have been made to protect information exempt 
from disclosure pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (Freedom of Information Act) and/or Section 
552a (Privacy Act). In addition, where excisions were made, the appropriate exempting subsections have been cited 
opposite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld in their entirety, a deleted page information sheet has been 
substituted showing the reasons or basis for the deletion. The subsections cited for withholding information from 
the enclosed documents are marked below: 
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□ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(b) 
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□ (b)(4) 
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□ (k)(2) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(7)(e) 

□ (k)(3) 
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□ (b)(8) 
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□ (b)(9) 

□ (k)(6) 
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(See Form OPCA-16a, enclosed, for an explanation of these exemptions.) 

Pursuant to your request, 20 preprocessed pages are being released. 

The documents responsive to your request were previously processed for another requester. In order to 
provide the information you requested as soon as possible, we have released the FBI information as it was originally 
processed. We have not contacted other government agencies concerning their information in FBI files. 


Please see note on page 2 
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March 28, 1940 


Bonorablc Alexander Boltaof/ 
Special Aeetetant -to the 
Attorney General 
Lepartaent of Juetp^ pen. 34 

Waehinfftor^ Dm Cm tX-JSjP 

Dear Altxt o / I f /F/-' 


- 3979 ^? -c?5A 


Mr. K. At Tamm 


Thie te the firet opportunity I have 
had to indicate to you hou very much I appre- 
ciate your recent action in writiny to Drm Mary 
Beard of Wew Milford, Connecticut, relative to 
her recent etatexente concerning the FBIm 

It uae kind of you to go te the trouble 
of explaining in detail the method of operation 
in the Bureau and I am extremely grateful to you 
for doing thie and aleo for the very kind things 
which you had to eay about me personally in your 
letter to Dr, Beard, 

Tour continued and enthusiastic interest 
in the administration of the TSI is a source of 
-much pleasure to all of ua in the service. 

With kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 


i Mr. Mclfitira 


Mr. ^anniattaii 


Mr. Chiirm Tamm 






Ml$« Oandjr 


FP s?; 


ADDRESS REPI-Y TO 
■’THE ATTORNEY GENERAL*’ 
AND REFER TO 
INITIALS AND NUMBER 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 


April 1, 1940 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 
Department of Justice. 

Dear Mr. Hoober; 



Mr. To!e»0fn.- 

Mt. 
nV. E. A. 
Wur. Clet'C 


AH:c;Js 


j Mr. ..... 

^ Centra? . 

I Mr. Eg vn 


^ Sar. CiUvin . 

^ Mr. iJxrbo . 
^ Mr. 


^ Mr. Ren.v'n. . 




I do appreciate your writing me concern- 
ing my letter to Dr. Mary Beard. My letter 
was a very conservative statement of what I 
know to be the facts. I might have said much 
more without exaggeration. 

With best wishes. 


Sincerely yours. 



20 SEP 19 135^ 



./ 


r 


Ar!:cjS 

April 2, 1940 



Lear Mrs. Beardt 


I appreciate your full and frank reply to ay 
letter of March 25> and I take pleasure in promptly 
answering the questions contained in it. 

Mr, J. Edgar Hoover was not in charge of and 
had nothing to do with the manner in which the arrests 
were made of the so-called radicals under the adminis- 
tration of Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer, Mr. 
Hoover at that time was not connected with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation but was a Special Assistant to 
the Attorney General, His function was at that time 
limited to the handling of legal matters and the pre- 
paration of evidence for presentation to the proper 
authorities in connection with those activities. 

It is unquestionably the fact that the function 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation is to detect vio- 
lations of Federal criminal statutes and to apprehend 
offenders ageinst such statutes, I ea efriad that there 
is a great deal of misapprehension concerning the General 
Intelligence Division of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation, The Bureau, as any efficient lav enforc«aent 
organisation should do and many of th«s actually do, keeps 
lists of persons idxo have eommltted certain crimes in the 
past and may, therefore, commit similar crimes in the 
future, Ff^^ . eacaapl^, it has a list of bank robbers. In 
the same sense; it maintains a list of persons who have en- 
gaged in foi:‘ei]m>. espionage and sabotage or have committed 
other sisiler criminal offenses. These activities, it 
must be ^le^ieml^rjfied, are violations of specific Federal 
crlmina^i‘»b t'atiftes . 

ENCLOSITKE 




2 . 


The phrase *8uhTersi7e aotlvltles^ or an^ 
aotlTltles that are possibly detrlmentaX to the 
Internal security of the United States* was used 
by Mr« Hoover In his testiaony in that narrow sense 
as being limited to activities that constitute vlo- 
lations of statutes that are now on the books* It 
was not used in the tenuous, nebulous sense in which 
it is sometimes employed* Consequently, I must Indeed 
deny in answer to your question that the General In- 
telligence Division Is concerned with so-called poli- 
tical opinions and actions which are not crimes at all* 
There is no political police division of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation* 

In this connection the term "subversive acti- 
vities* was used in a similar sense in a statement 
made by the President on September 6, 1939, instruct- 
ing the Federal Bureau of Investlgrition of the Depart- 
ment of Justice to take charge of Investigative work 
in matters relating to espionage, sabotage, and viola- 
tions of the neutrality regulations* 

I am afrlad that I do not understand your 
suggestion that the poor and helpless may have to 
take *blackjacks, detention cells, prison and ruin** 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Agents do not carry 
blackjacks or any other weapon of that type, and they 
have never been known to maltreat prisoners* The few 
detention cells that they have are used in the same 
manner as are cells in every police station, to hold 
a prisoner over night or for a few hours during the 
day before he is taken before a Federal Judge or a 
United States Commissioner for arraignment* No one la 
sent to prison except as a result of a trial prescribed 
by law* 


With kind personal regards to you and to Pro- 
fessor Beard, I am. 


Sincerely yours. 




Alexander Holtzoff. 


o 

New Milford j Connecticut 
March 30, 1940 


It is a pleasure to renew an old acquaintance if only hy letter. Of 
course I remember you very well and the efficient help you rendered my 
husband in other years. He often speaks of you himself in warm terms 
of appreciation of your cooperation at that time and has been inter- 
ested in good work you have since done on your ovm respons ibility. 

Coming to the subject of your letter to me, dated March 25th, I admit 
first of all that the report of my address to which you refer is sub- 
stantially correct, I did say that "an incipient Ogpu or Gestapo appears 
to be taking form" and that a black network is being prepared under the 
aegis of the Federal Government, 

In reply to this declaration of mine, you pay high tribute to Mr. Edgar 
Hoover as a man and to the services which he has unquestionably rendered 
in tracking down genuine criminals such as kidnapers , Of course, effi- 
ciency in this matter is commendable and all decent citizens are grate- 
ful for it. But to use the language of lawyers, if I am not presuming , 

I reply, in turn, that your comments on my charge granting their truth, 
are immaterial and irrelevant. 

My statement was a statement of fact. The proof of the fact is provided 
by Mr, Hoover's own testimony. 

Now what is an Ogpu or Gestapop It is a political police system. In 
his testimony before the House Subcommittee on Appropriations on Novem- 
ber 30, 1939, Mr, Hoover stated that he had "found it necessary to 
organize a General Intelligence Division in Washington" for the purpose 
(among other things) of indexing individuals, groups, and organizations 
engaged in "subversive activities ,,, or any activities that are possibly 
detrimental to the internal security of the United States." In his 
testimony in January, 1940, Mr. Hoover elaborated on the work of this 
GID and said that he is getting ready for the event of "any greater 
emergency to our country," 

You know very well, Mr, Holtzoff, as a lawyer, that it is the sole business 
of the FBI to detect crimes under federal law and crimes only. You know 
very well that "subversive activities" are not crimes defined by any 
statute of the United States, You know also that activities "possibly 
detrimental to the internal security" of the United States are not crimes 
defined by any statute of the United States, You know that these are 
"political terms" used, often, loosely to blacken or smear anybody who 
holds unconventional or unpopular ideas. Until such things are made 
crimes by law, no officer of the Government of the United States has 
any lawful right to index or spy upon persons engaged in these activities, 
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Dear Mr, Holtzoff : 
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Thus on the basis of Mr, Hoover's own testimony , he stands convicted 
in the eyes of the law and justice of the offense of setting up a 
political police for the purpose of spying upon and blacklisting per-- 
sons guilty of no crimes against the United States, Do you deny Mr, 
Hoover’s own testimonyP Do you deny that the GID is orimarily concerned 
with so-called political opinions and actions which are not crimes at 
allP Do you contend that Mr, Hoover has plenary jurisdiction over the 
opinions and political activities of American citizens and a right to 
index and blacklist them in the FBIP 


Granting that your high praise of Mr, Hoover as a gentleman is entirely 
correct^ I must say to you that I have first-hand knowledge (evidence ) 
of the kinds of offenses against decency and democracy which were com- 
mitted in thd days of A, Mitchell Palmer when the Same Mr, Hoover was 
associated with the same kind of "general intelligence” work he is now 
undertaking; when the most elementary political and civil rights of 
American citizens were violated by federal officers ; when innocent per- 
sons were hlunded and rounded up; when persons were arrested on mere 
suspicion, held incommunicado, and then released without so much as a 
word of apology. You and Mr. Hoover himself may have fODrgotten this 
history but informed, educated men and women of America have not for- 
gotten it. 

It is by their works that men are known. You know that the 
political police hysteria of those days not so long ago has been vigor- 
ously condemned by such outstanding and exceedingly reputable citizens 
as Charles Evans Hughes, Harlan F, Stone, and Felix Frankfurter, now 
Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States, 


You and Mr, Hoover will have to do more than praise your own works and 
his character if you are to escape the charge of forming a political 
police and blacklisting citizens innocent of all crimes under the law. 

You will have to clean house. You will have to abolish the political 
police division of the FBI, You will have to convince the decent people 
of America, defending their democracy at home, that you are engaged 
solely in enforcing the law and that you are not interfering with 
lawful political opinions and activities — that is to say, with free 
speech and assembly , Fortunately a majority of the members of the 
Supreme Court have respect for the Constitution and the laws of this land 
and those of us who have any money may defend ourse Ives against your 
political police, though the poor and helpless may have to take black- 
jacks, detention cells, prison and ruin. 


To these insistent questions I shall greatly appreciate your answers: 

Is there a GID in the FBIP Or is there notP Is it engaged in activities 
connected with the indexing of persons who in Mr, Hoover's soverign 
opinion are engaged in activities which he calls subversive or "possibly 
detrimental to internal security?" Or is it not? V/hat does the adverb 
"possibly" mean in this relation? Is Mr, J, Edgar Hoover the same per- 
son who helped in the Palmer raids? Or is he not?' 
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These questions can be answered simply — by a Yes or a No, And you 
know the answers. What are they? 

With warm personal regards based on an old friendship 

I am sincerely f 

(s) Mary R, Beard 
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Office ^ Asmot^ndum • united states government 


TO : MR, A, H» BELMON. 
noif : B, B, ROACH 



DATS: May 22, 1956 


ALL INFORMATION GONTA^ 

♦f AP'tJ IB UNCLASSIFIED ^ ^ 
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Tolaoa 

Nidiols 

Boardmaa . 
Bdooiit _ 



Uohr 

Parsons _ 

Rosen 

Tanui 

Nease 

WincciTowd 
Tele. Root 
Hollo 


Gaadx 

Transcript of record of the staff conference 
described in caption received from, subcommittee. Photostats made 
and transcript returned to committee. This conference was an 
executive session and information therefrom cannot be disseminated 
outside of the Bureau, 




A memorandum dated May 23, 1956, has been forward ed tp 
th^NewTorkoffice with a copy of the testimony givenl^/ffl^ 

questing that this testimony be reviewed and any 
^ oetTo^TSorro^ed be taken, 

ACTION: 

Photostats of captioned testimony are attached to be 
filed as exhibit in 62-88217, All names except those of 




committee members and s 
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Jefferson Standard tiF£ Insurance'Company 


HOME OFFICE 




Mr. Tolsonft^^ 
Mr. Nattim .. 
Mr. E. A. Tart 

iMr. Clegg 

tjlfr. LacJd 

..Ir. C -.lT?y ... 


GREENSBORO. M. C. 


March 27, 1940 ^ ^ 


[ Mr. Kf^an. 

iflr. Glr.^"ia . 
jf.Iy 

50910 AMERICAN SEC 

¥ '[lT/\ Sj 

730-lS<b STREE’BMWI^' V"V.n“ 
WASHINGTON; ':p; C , M c I ■; 1 1 , 


? .Mr. Cu-m T; 


i r. .v>r:i 


Honorable John Edgar Hoover, 
Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
U. S. Department of Justice, 
v.'ashington, D. C. 


; Pors. yi -' ' 

’ Mr. Trfi'.y — 



Dear jlr. Hoover: 



I thought you would be interest^ in the attached 
letter I have this aay sent to Dr. Mary Beafa. 



Enclosure 






Jefferson Standard Insurance Company 
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March 27, 1940 


Hew Milford, Connecticut. 


509.10 AMERICAN SECURirV BLDG 
730.15th STREET N. W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Dear Dr* Beard} 

I read the article In The Erentng Star, Washington, D* C*, of 
March 23, 1940, In which It Is stated as follows: "Dr. Beard scored the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and declared that *under the aegis of our 
Federal Government an Incipient Ogpu or Gestapo appears to be taking 
form*." 

" *In our very National Capital* she said, 'a black network is 
being made of every man and woman in every trade and profession who is a 
stanch advocate of free speech and free asseably—a person called 'sub- 
versive • . ■ 


I was aaaaed after reading the article in the newspaper and so 
astonished at the stategmt^^^^Uai^^ to you that I telephonleally 
communicated wlth^[|B||^^^^^^^H[|Kf Wilson Teactof^^Uaee in 
Washington where n^s^^^^HRI^^^iduated; howeveri^HB^BViras not in 
a position to advise me, therefore, this letter. 


Any person familiar with the workings of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation under the leadership of Mr. J. Edgar Hoover would not make 
statements such as are attributed to you, as these statemt^ts are very unfair 
and are definitely not the truth. X have been perso n a l l y acquainted with 
Hr. Hoover for many years and I am personally acquainted with many of the 
Special Agents and CTployees in the fBI and in view of the "Smear Campaign" 
that is apparently' mderway and can be readily detected In Communist publica- 
tions, such as the Dally Worker, I wanted to bring this matter to your 
personal attention, in order that if you have not been quoted correctly 
you will have an opportunity of knowing so. The lead to the newspaper 
article contains the stateaoat, "Speaker Kits F.B.I." This stataaent in the 
lead to the article referred to Is manifestly imfair to the fBI as there is 
not one iota of factual material in the article to l^iatlfy the lead or the 
etatanents attributed to you. 

I would appreciate very much a letter from you, and in the event 
you have not been quoted correctly, I hope you will so advise the Washington 
Star and also Hr. ^over at the Federal Bureau of Investigation, as I feel 
they should he so Informed. 


ENCLOSURE 


Very ti^y yours, 

h(ff 



April 17, 1940 


Dr. Mary Beard 

Hew Milford, Connecticut 


Dear Dr. Beai^l; 

I was quite interested in your letter of March 30, 1940, juit’v.ering 
ay letter of March 21. I have noted your atateaent thft you -ere quoted 
correctly in the news article in the T^ashington Evening Star, i appreciate 
your frank tuiswer. 

I have delayed replying to your letter in order th-it I night aake 
inquiry concerning your statement that you were justified in your remarks 
by reason of Mr. Hoover's testimony before the Appropriations Sub-Coasiittee 
in Moveaber 1939 and in January of 1940. I have gone over this testimony 
and I have made inquiries, and I fail to fina any evidence of any political 
police system connected in any aiinner with the work of the federal Bureau 
of Investigation at the present time. 

The statement you make that the General Intelligence Division '■.hich 
has been revived in the J'BI is a political police system is unsupported in 
your letter by any factual material. My inquiries here in f’ashington disclose 
that this Division handles types of investigative activity dealing with 
violations of existing Federal statutes, and I am reliably informed thjit 
definite Federal statutes have been passed by Congress and signed by the 
President providing punishment for espionage and sabotage. Further, I have 
ascertained that the work of this Division is being performed along lines 
specifically provided for in the President's proclamation of September 6, 

1939, end that copies of all reports submitted are transmitted to the depart- 
mental officials having jurisdiction. Therefore’ it is obvious from the 
inquiries I have made that nothing can be done of any secret political 
character. 


Tou state that Attorney General Harlan f. Ptone disbanded a system 
set up under A. Mitchell Palmer, and I happen to know that iittoniey General 
Stone was the one who selectea Mr. Hoover for his present position and 
entrusted Mr. Hoover with the task of placing in effect his views and 
opinions concerning the non-political aoainietration of the FBI. 

I have known for years, and I an positive that every Senator and 
Representative presently in Congress can testify only too well, that Mr. 
Hoover has maintt-ined his Bureau in u strictly non-political manner nd its 


TnvrrtT AOTT'PTT. 


Dr. Mary Beard 
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April 17 , 1940 


eoployees owe no political allegiance. Every Attorney General since Mr. 

Stone can like’siee testify that ilr. Hoover has operatea the EBI on a strictly 
aerit, non-political basis, i as certain tiu.t any in juiriec you might desire 
to nake woula convince you that the foregoing is accurate statement of 
existing facts. 

I hi:ve gone to some length in this letter, but snoaing ffi.:.ny of the 
Special agents of this Bureau perccnaiiy over a period of several years, I 
know the type of men r;ho are employed as the investigative personnel. I 
know them to be university graduates almost ..ithout exception. I knov- them 
to be honest. I know that they have been investigated carefully prior to 
appointment to insure that they have been honest, upright, and decent tirirough 
their entire lives. A group of men eo selected :ind operating on a non-political 
basis could not possibly be mtide into a secret police, and every- ttioughtlese 
and unchecked remark that is made oy 'unthinking persons reflects upon this fine 
body of men. - 

I do hope that when you are next in Washington you ’^ill inspect the 
facilities of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and that you wiil personally 
inquire and if possible personally'^ talk vith some of its eaploy^ses. I think 
you sould be highly pleased as a result of your findings, as I have been over 
a period of years. 


Very truly yours. 


S010>10&^)S 
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REPOKT made 
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12 /8/^ 
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•KATIimL FajSRATIOK FOR CONSTITUTIONkL LIBSRTISS 


. N. H. file NO. 100-627 \ 
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REPORT MADE BY 




INTiRMAL S3CURITY R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


pamphlet entitled, '‘In the Matter ’of Harry R. 
^^ridges" received by the Connecticut Conference 
for Social and labor Legislation. Membership 
list of subject organization set out. 


- RUC - 


Reference! 


Details ; 


Report of Special Agent* 
Haven, Connecticut, date 


New 


October 2, 1941 
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This report is predicated on information which 
was obtained from a higlily confidential source 
and it vias ascertained that the National Fed- 
eration for Coustitutiori3.1 . Liberties on Sep- 
tember IVj 1941 ■'.’/rote a letter which v/as re- 
ceived by the Connecticut Con ference’ for ^ oc- 
ial and Labor I^e^sTatioii'’ aj^d which set out" 
information concerning the KiLRRY BRIDGES case, 

T'lis letter stated tliat the Department of Jus- 
tice, to prosechte B:uIDG,ji>, obtained evidence 
j^-legally by -wire tapping. It also stated 
: that the Nev/ York daily nev/spaper "Rv!“ dis- , 
closed that the men tapped BRIDGES' 

telephone v/lres in his room at the Hotel Edison . 
in New Yoi’k, Conclusive evidence of this acti- 
vity T/as presented to the Senate Judiciarj' Com- . , 

mittee by the Citizens Cormiittee for Hariy Brid- 
ges ana by "PH." 

They encloseu a pamph-let entitled, "Iii the liatter 
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of Harry R, Bridges." It requests that this' pamphiet be read "by your friends 
and your organization so you may be a'ware of the fact of an attack upon the 
labor movement itself." It suggests to mite Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE; 
and order more copies of the paji^}hlet« from the national office. 

A photostatic copy of this pamphlet is being forwarded to — ^ 
the Bureau along with the Connecticut mei^ership list of instant organization, ) 
which is set out as follows;' ~ • 

5 > Ansonia 

Board of Education) , 

Bethel - 

^dgeport ’ • 
Bridgeport 
Bridgeport 


eport • 
f C.L.U.) 

Bridgeport 
.rat ford - 

, 'Bridgeport 
Hartf ord. 

^ Bridgeport-^ 

Bridgeport - 



Ifertford 



Bristol 

Danbuory 

D anb ury 

Daribviry 

Local 603, Ed^ewood School, G reenwich"' 
Consumers league of Conn,, 

Hartford Seminary, Hartford — 

^ford The ological Semina^. ^artf ord — - , 

“'’Tussian-'AKSYxclu^ Qod^aanAve.j Bloom-.,. 


Fren ch Democratic Club, 

Ciga rmakers Local 42, 

Electrical Device V/orkefs 
Harpiord central labor Union, 


Hartford 



Hartford - 


'v/. Hartford ■ — 
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fiTiga 


e-iff Xondon 


I* V/omen, New London 

Conn, ^onf, for Hiunan Yi'elfare 


Local 110 


Woodstock — 


Storrs 


Conn 




onvich 

Stonington 


Additidnal list. Cood mainly for signatures to open letters 
possibly for sponsorship of funds. Not much action 


Bridg^ort 


Stamford (active) 


l._New Haven 


New Haven 


% 




epman 


artford Seminary foundation, Hartford 


Woodbridge, Conn 


wood jurive. Ham 


Conn 


Nevf Haven 


nstitute of Human Relations, New Haven ‘ . 

e Un iversity. Mew Haven 

Yale University, New Haven 
Hajctiorxi^ 

'harles Beai’d>' Mew l^ilford 
3 Mary Beard, Kev/ llilford 

Key to notations against names 

c - means j)otentia3. financial contributor 
s - means good possibility for signature to open letters 
-X- - means a very active key worker in his commmiity. In case the 
whose list is too bulky, these are tlie best people. 

Name landerlined means people v/ith inxpoi'tant state-wide or notional standinj 
therefore, most suitable for signing letters or for acting as sponsors. 

In the reference report of Special agent It 

was stated that cases were being opened upon the leaders of theorgarixsatioh, 
wnicn. is bein;: done at the present time, and consequently, this case is being 
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100-627 

referred upon completion to the office of origin. 





MCLOSUESS TO THE BUhlAU! 

Exhibit one -which includes photostatic copies of the membership 
list, the letter from the National Federation For Constitutional Liber- 
ties, and the pamphlet enti-tled "In the Matter of Harry R, Bridges,” 

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION 
TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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reok-Amar loaii iid, 3oc,, 


oomfioia 

>> • Hartford 

Hovioa worker a, ^H[||HH|||UH|^v 

W. Hartford 
nCoottl 354, 

, Hartford 
, Hartford 
Vorkova. #251 
Hartford 
'ord 

Hartford 
£• Hartfordr:, 

uonr* On Magyo kroblaiw, 
“aryjmrd^Tflflgr^ 

Hartford,' ^ ' 
^ (Hogro) 


ilorlAoi 













UflU 

pmibl/ fw 99m 


Mdajjf.slt) 




BaartfM Sudnaory fmiAatioii, 


0«IB« 


onOf 

• Qpdraviity. ■•• Bsm 

I<nirtii1qr, V«» WK9 

IhiiTaarnlgr. Mtm H 


i)-?C 


Milford 


K«7 to notations against naaos* 

o« moans potootial flnanolal oontritntor 

s* moans good posslMlity for signataro to opon Xottws 

*• moans a Tory aotiro ksy morksr In his ooaanni^* Zn oaso Mio 
sholo list is too balky, thoso aro tho boot poopls* 

Haas onAorllnod nssno poo]^o with Inportoat stato*^siAs or national 
stanAlng, thorofor* most saitablo for signing lottora or for 
aotlng as sponsors* 










